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South-west Monsoons, because, in two or three Tides, with the Motion
the Ship receives from the small Waves and the Assistance of the Wind,
she slides thro3 the Mud. My Ship diew thirteen Foot, and we had not
above nine on the Bar when we went into the River, but coming out with
the North-east Monsoons, the Sea being smooth, we are obliged to warp
out with Anchois and Halsers, and, if the Ship draws any considerable
Draught of Water, we are sometimes two Springs in warping over, but,
at twelve Foot Draught, I got over in four Tides.

And now, having given some particular Accounts of my Observations
on and in Siarn, I will also give some general Remarks, and begin with the
Fertility of the Country, which, on that Point, is inferior to few (if any)
in the World.

There are but two Parcels of Mountains to be seen in the Places that I
passed thro', and they ly between East and North-east from the City of
Odia, about ten Leagues distant, and they produce good Timber for
building, and Agala-wood for Perfumes. They have also Mines of Iron,
Tin, Lead, Silver and Gold, but they are all entailed on the Crown, who
has the sole Benefit of them. They breed vast Numbers of wild Deer, which
are hunted and killed for the sake of their Skins, which they yearly send to
Japon.

The Plains produce all Sorts of Grain necessary for animal and human
Sustenance. They plentifully bear as good, if not the best Oranges,
Lemons and Limes in the World. Their Rivers super abound in Fish of
several Species, very good in their Kind. Their Villages are numerous,
and well inhabited with Artificers and Peasants; but there are but five
walled Towns in all the Siam Dominions, and Odia is one of them.

They have Abundance of wild Animals in their Woods, such as Elephants,
Rhinoceroses, Leopards and Tigers, and tame Cattle, as Bullocks,
Buffaloes and Swine, in Abundance about their Farms. Temples and
Priests are more numerous here, in Proportion to the Laity, than in any
Country I ever saw out of the Dominions of Portugal. Their Tallapoys or
Priests are distinguished from the Laity by a cinnamon or orange-coloured
Cloke which they wear, they again differing among themselves by dis-
tinguishing Badges, by which they know their Degree and Dignity. Their
Heads, Beards and Eye-brows are kept close shaven. They are forbidden
Marriage or meddling with Money, and if any of the Priesthood is con-
victed of Incontinency with Women, he is burned for it alive, and, if only
suspected and brought to a Trial, he is degraded and banished.

They have Sermons or Lectures four Times in a Moon, the Gates of the
Temples being set wide open, and the People meet in good Order. Their